HOUSE BILL REPORT
HB 1515

As Reported by House Committee On:
Health Care & Wellness

Title: An act relating to allowing electronic approval of vital records.
Brief Description: Allowing electronic approval of vital records.

Sponsors: Representatives Driscoll, Ericksen, Cody, Ross, Morrell, Green, Upthegrove, Kelley,
Johnson, Maxwell and Wood; by request of Department of Health.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:
Health Care & Wellness: 2/6/09, 2/13/09 [DP].

Brief Summary of Bill

* Allows the electronic approval of certain documents relating to deceased
persons.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH CARE & WELLNESS
Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 11 members: Representatives Cody, Chair; Driscoll,
Vice Chair; Ericksen, Ranking Minority Member; Bailey, Green, Herrera, Hinkle, Kelley,
Moeller, Morrell and Pedersen.
Staff: Jim Morishima (786-7191)
Background:

Death Certificates.

When a person dies, a death certificate must be issued. A funeral director, or other person
with the right to dispose of human remains, is required to enter personal data on the death
certificate and then send it to the physician, physician's assistant, or advanced registered
nurse practitioner last in attendance over the deceased, who must then certify the cause of the
death and sign the death certificate. If the person died without medical attendance, then the

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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health officer, coroner, or prosecuting attorney with jurisdiction must certify the cause of
death and sign the death certificate.

Permits for the Burial, Disinterment, or Removal of Human Remains.

No person may dispose of, disinter, remove, or hold for more than three days after death
human remains, unless he or she has a permit. A permit is not required for an embalmer or
funeral director if the embalmer or funeral director has a certificate of removal registration
issued by the Department of Licensing. If the embalmer or funeral director moves human
remains from one district to another, he or she must send notice of the removal to the
registrar of the district in which the death occurred. Such a removal notice must be signed by
the embalmer or funeral director.

Burial-Transit Permits.

No person in charge of any premises in which the bodies of deceased persons are
permanently disposed may dispose of human remains without a burial-transit permit. The
burial-transit permit must be signed by the local registrar and the person in charge of
disposing of the remains.

Medical Examiners.

A county with a population of over 250,000 may appoint a medical examiner to replace the
elected office of coroner. To be a medical examiner, a person must be either certified as
forensic pathologist by the American Board of Pathology or a qualified physician eligible to

take the American Board of Pathology exam within one year of being appointed.

Electronic Signatures.

The Electronic Death Registration System (EDRS) is a web-based system developed by the
Department of Health. Funeral directors and persons authorized to certify cause of death
may use the EDRS to electronically file death records. In order to use the system, a person
must obtain a digital certificate, which allows the system to verify the person's identity.

Summary of Bill:

Death Certificates.

Persons authorized to certify cause of death may electronically approve of a death certificate.

Permits for the Burial, Disinterment, or Removal of Human Remains.

An embalmer or a funeral director may electronically approve a removal notice.

Burial-Transit Permits.
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A local registrar and a person in charge of disposing of human remains may electronically
approve a burial-transit permit.

Medical Examiners.

Medical examiners are explicitly granted the same authority as coroners in statutes dealing
with death certificates.

Electronic Approval.

For purposes of death records, "electronic approval" or "electronically approve" means
approving the content of an electronically filed vital record through processes provided by
the Department of Health. The electronic approval process must be consistent with policies,
standards, and procedures developed by the Information Services Board.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Available.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the
bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:

(In support) The paper death records system is 100 years old. Currently, pre-certification is
required in order for a digital signature to be used, which creates barriers relating to computer
technology and the disclosure of personal information. This bill would allow password
access instead of pre-certification, which will be easier on many agencies as well as on the
families of the deceased.

(Opposed) None.

Persons Testifying: Jude VanBuren, Department of Health.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: None.
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